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Studies on the current healthcare system by
analyzing the health policies of prewar and Occupied Japan
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Abstract

The healthcare system in Japan is facing a turning point in many areas. For example,
the end of economic growth and a rapidly declining birthrate have called for an urgent and
drastic reform in the pension and medical insurance systems. Our academic group aims to
examine the current healthcare system to gain pragmatic insights and recommendations for
the future by analyzing the health policies of prewar and Occupied Japan. Our academic
group’s discussion topics are comprised of seven themes: (1) A comprehensive outline of
the healthcare reform in Occupied Japan based on the “Weekly Bulletin”, an official docu-
ment of the GHQ/SCAP, (2} Trends in acute infectious diseases in Occupied Japan, (3)
Two Japanese medical scholars (Anesthesiologists) who studied in the US during the
Occupation. (4) Nursing reform by GHQ/SCAP in postwar Japan. (5) A possible com-
parative research on public health policy decisions in Okinawa and those of mainland
Japan during the postwar period using the GHQ/OKINAWA database, (6) The practice of
midwives and allied health workers in southern Okinawa during the Occupation, and (7)

Tracing the origin of the current healthcare back to tuberculosis treatment.
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